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Book Reviews 
A. FICA-TALAMANCA AND M. PICARDELLO, Harmonic Anal.vsis on Free Groups. Dekker, 
1983, 145 pp. 
Mathematics proceeds from the complex to the simple. Harmonic analysis started out by 
testing its strength on the toughest groups, and only now does it find its pristine and purest 
form in this beautiful and readable book. What will happen when the authors apply their 
ideas to the work of K. T. Chen? 
W. DICKS, Groups, Trees and Projective Modules, Springer, 1980. 122 pp 
Suddenly, algebraists are discovering graph theory and proceeding to relabel everything in 
sight, so as not to be caught slumming. In the end, the underdogs will have the upper hand. 
provided it is an underdog with the highest ratio of non-trivial theorems to definitions. 
D. R. OWEN, A First Course in the Malhemarical Foundations of Thermodynamics, Springer, 
1984, 134 pp. 
It is a standing bet between physicists and mathematicians that thermodynamics cannot be 
properly axiomatized. At least this one tries. Too many integrals, however. 
H. HAKEN, Synergelics, Springer, 1983, 371 pp. 
A last-ditch and probably winning battle to carry the message of mathematics where no one 
dares to tread-at least, not without tenure-that is, in the treacherous minelields of inter- 
disciplinarity. 
R. INGARDEN, Der Streit iiber die Exisfenz der Welt, 3 ~01s.. Niemeyer. 1965, 399, 267, and 
456 pp. 
In a mere nine hundred pages, you can have an up-to-date and thorough briefing on the 
question whether the outer world really exists or not. written by the foremost Polish 
philosopher of our time. Recommended for a long weekend. 
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